PASTOR: Blessed be the Lord! For he has heard the voice of my pleas for
mercy. The Lord is my strength and my shield; in him my heart
trusts, and I am helped; my heart exults, and with my song I give
thanks to him. The Lord is the strength of his people; he is the
saving refuge of his anointed. Oh, save your people and bless
your heritage! Be their shepherd and carry them forever.
ALL:
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as
it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
PASTOR: Blessed be the Lord! For he has heard the voice of my pleas for
mercy.

Built on the Rock the Church shall stand
Even when steeples are falling.
Crumbled have spires in ev'ry land;
Bells still are chiming and calling,
Calling the young and old to rest,
But above all the soul distressed,
Longing for rest everlasting.
We are God's house of living stones,
Built for His own habitation.
He through baptismal grace us owns
Heirs of His wondrous salvation.
Were we but two His name to tell,
Yet He would deign with us to dwell
With all His grace and His favor.

Grant, then, O God, Your will be done,
That, when the church bells are ringing,
Many in saving faith may come
Where Christ His message is bringing:
"I know MY own; My own know Me.
You, not the world, My face shall see.
My peace I leave with you. Amen."

PASTOR: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
ALL:
Amen.
PASTOR: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is
not in us.
ALL:
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will
forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
PASTOR: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
ALL:
Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful
and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word,
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve
Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your
ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.
PASTOR: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and
for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained
servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all
your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit.
All:
Amen.

PASTOR: In peace let us pray to the Lord.
ALL:
Lord, have mercy.
PASTOR: For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to
the Lord.
ALL:
Lord, have mercy.
PASTOR: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the
Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
ALL:
Lord, have mercy.
PASTOR: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and
praise let us pray to the Lord.
ALL:
Lord, have mercy.
PASTOR: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
ALL:
Amen.

This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,
Whose blood set us free to be people of God.
This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Power, riches, wisdom, and strength,
And honor, blessing, and glory are His.
This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Sing with all the people of God,
And join in the hymn of all creation:
Blessing, honor, glory, and might
Be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.
This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
For the Lamb who was slain
Has begun His reign. Alleluia.
This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

PASTOR: The Lord be with you.
ALL:
And also with you.
PASTOR: Almighty and eternal God, Your Son Jesus triumphed over the
prince of demons and freed us from bondage to sin. Help us to
stand firm against every assault of Satan and enable us always
to do Your will; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
ALL:
Amen.

They heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of
the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of
the Lord God among the trees of the garden. But the Lord God called to
the man and said to him, “Where are you?” And he said, “I heard the
sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked, and I
hid myself.” He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you
eaten of the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” The man said,
“The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit of the
tree, and I ate.” Then the Lord God said to the woman, “What is this that
you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.”

The Lord God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, cursed
are you above all livestock and above all beasts of the field; on your belly
you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your life. I will put
enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and
her offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.”
PASTOR: This is the Word of the Lord.
ALL:
Thanks be to God.

Since we have the same spirit of faith according to what has been
written, “I believed, and so I spoke,” we also believe, and so we also
speak, knowing that he who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with
Jesus and bring us with you into his presence. For it is all for your sake, so
that as grace extends to more and more people it may increase
thanksgiving, to the glory of God. So we do not lose heart. Though our
outer nature is wasting away, our inner nature is being renewed day by
day. For this slight momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal
weight of glory beyond all comparison, as we look not to the things that
are seen but to the things that are unseen. For the things that are seen
are transient, but the things that are unseen are eternal. For we know
that if the tent, which is our earthly home, is destroyed, we have a
building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.
PASTOR: This is the Word of the Lord.
ALL:
Thanks be to God.

PLEASE STAND FOR THE READING OF THE HOLY GOSPEL.
PASTOR: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the third chapter.
ALL:
Glory to You, O Lord.

Then [Jesus] went home, and the crowd gathered again, so that they
could not even eat. And when his family heard it, they went out to seize
him, for they were saying, “He is out of his mind.” And the scribes who
came down from Jerusalem were saying, “He is possessed by Beelzebul,”
and “by the prince of demons he casts out the demons.” And he called
them to him and said to them in parables, “How can Satan cast out
Satan? If a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand.
And if a house is divided against itself, that house will not be able to
stand. And if Satan has risen up against himself and is divided, he cannot
stand, but is coming to an end. But no one can enter a strong man’s
house and plunder his goods, unless he first binds the strong man. Then
indeed he may plunder his house. Truly, I say to you, all sins will be
forgiven the children of man, and whatever blasphemies they utter, but
whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit never has forgiveness, but is
guilty of an eternal sin”— for they had said, “He has an unclean spirit.”
And his mother and his brothers came, and standing outside they sent to
him and called him. And a crowd was sitting around him, and they said to
him, “Your mother and your brothers are outside, seeking you.” And he
answered them, “Who are my mother and my brothers?” And looking
about at those who sat around him, he said, “Here are my mother and
my brothers! Whoever does the will of God, he is my brother and sister
and mother.”
PASTOR: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
ALL:
Praise to You, O Christ.

(spoken in unison)
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of
His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very
God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by
whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came
down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin
Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius
Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again
according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the
right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge
both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds
from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together
is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in
one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for
the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the
life of the world to come. Amen.

I’m but a stranger here, Heav’n is my home;
Earth is a desert drear, Heav’n is my home.
Danger and sorrow stand round me on every hand;
Heav’n is my fatherland, Heav’n is my home.
What though the tempest rage, Heav’n is my home;
Short is my pilgrimage, Heav’n is my home;
Time’s cold and wild wintry blast soon shall be over past;
I shall reach home at last, Heav’n is my home.
Therefore I murmur not, Heav’n is my home;
Whate’er my earthly lot, Heav’n is my home;
And I shall surely stand there at my Lord’s right hand.
Heav’n is my fatherland, Heav’n is my home.

PASTOR: Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for
all people according to their needs.
PASTOR: Heavenly Father, You have grafted us onto the vine of Your Son.
Prune us and cut off from us all sin and dead works, that we
may always draw life from Your Son and produce the fruits of
faith and good works. Lord, in Your mercy,
ALL:
hear our prayer.

Our Father who art in heaven hallowed by Thy name, Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and
ever. Amen.

PASTOR: The Lord be with you.
ALL:
And also with you.
PASTOR: Lift up your hearts.
ALL:
We lift them up unto the Lord.
PASTOR: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
ALL:
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

PASTOR: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times
and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father,
everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, having
created all things, took on human flesh and was born of the
virgin Mary. For our sake He died on the cross and rose from the
dead to put an end to death, thus fulfilling Your will and gaining
for You a holy people. Therefore with angels and archangels and
with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your
glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might:
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory.
Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

PASTOR: Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had
mercy on those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten
Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With
repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by
the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.
PASTOR: Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg
You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your
Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His
blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us
together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with
all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom,
which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and
preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and
worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
ALL:
Amen.

Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love;
The fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above.
Before our Father’s throne we pour our ardent prayers;
Our fears, our hopes, our aims are one, our comforts and our cares.
We share our mutual woes, our mutual burdens bear,
And often for each other flows the sympathizing tear.
When here our pathways part, we suffer bitter pain;
Yet, one in Christ and one in heart, we hope to meet again.
From sorrow, toil, and pain, and sin we shall be free
And perfect love and friendship reign through all eternity.

I love Your kingdom, Lord, the place of Your abode,
The Church our blest Redeemer saved with His own precious blood.
Beyond my highest joy I prize its heav'nly ways,
Its sweet communion, solemn vows, its hymns of love and praise.
I love Your church, O God, Your saints in ev'ry land,
Dear as the apple of Your eye and graven on Your hand.
For them my tears shall fall; for them my prayers ascend;
For them my cares and toils be giv'n till toils and cares shall end.
Sure as Your truth shall last, to Zion shall be giv'n
The brightest glories earth can yield and brighter bliss of heav'n.

PASTOR: And now may the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life everlasting.
Depart in peace.
All:
Amen.

PASTOR: We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed
us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your
mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith
toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
ALL:
Amen.

PASTOR: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine
on you and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with
favor and give you peace.
All:
Amen.

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host:
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

