The Church’s one foundation is Jesus Christ, her Lord;
She is His new creation by water and the Word.
From heav’n He came and sought her to be His holy bride;
With His own blood He bought her, and for her life He died.
Elect from ev’ry nation, yet one o’er all the earth;
Her charter of salvation: one Lord, one faith, one birth.
One holy name she blesses, partakes one holy food,
And to one hope she presses with ev’ry grace endued.
‘Mid toil and tribulation and tumult of her war,
She waits the consummation of peace forevermore;
Till with the vision glorious her longing eyes are blest,
And the great Church victorious shall be the Church at rest.

PASTOR: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
ALL:
Amen.
PASTOR: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in
us.
ALL:
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive
our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
PASTOR: Confession has two parts.
ALL:
First, that we confess our sins, and second, that we receive
absolution, that is, forgiveness, from the pastor as from God
Himself, not doubting, but firmly believing that by it our sins are
forgiven before God in heaven.

PASTOR: Let us confess our sins to God our Father.
ALL:
Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and
unclean. We have placed other gods before You. We have failed to
fear, love, and trust in You above all things. We humbly ask that for
the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us, so that we may
delight in your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy
name. Amen.
PASTOR: For there is no distinction: for all have sinned and fall short of the
glory of God, and are justified by His grace as a gift, through the
redemption that is in Christ Jesus. Almighty God in His mercy has
given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins.
As a called and ordained servant of the Word, I announce the grace of
God to all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord
Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
All:
Amen.

PASTOR: I will speak of your testimonies before kings, [O Lord,]and shall not be
put to shame. I will bless the Lord at all times; his praise shall
continually be in my mouth. My soul makes its boast in the Lord; let
the humble hear and be glad. Come, O children, listen to me; I will
teach you the fear of the Lord. The Lord redeems the life of his
servants; none of those who take refuge in him will be condemned.
ALL:
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was
in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

PASTOR: In peace let us pray to the Lord.
ALL:
Lord, have mercy.
PASTOR: For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
ALL:
Lord, have mercy.
PASTOR: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of
God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
ALL:
Lord, have mercy.

PASTOR: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise
let us pray to the Lord.
ALL:
Lord, have mercy.
PASTOR: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
ALL:
Amen.

PASTOR: The Lord be with you.
ALL:
And also with you.
PASTOR: Reforming God, we give You thanks for Your forgiveness and Your
blessing. We pray for ourselves and Your Church throughout the
world. Fill us with a spirit of openness to Your Spirit, to hear and
receive Your promises and to keep our covenant with You. Where we
are corrupt, purify us. Where we are in error, direct us. Where we are
in need, provide for us. Where we are divided, reunite us. And where
we are close-minded, reform us and make us new. We pray in Jesus’
name.
ALL:
Amen.

Then I saw another angel flying directly overhead, with an eternal gospel to
proclaim to those who dwell on earth, to every nation and tribe and language
and people. And he said with a loud voice, “Fear God and give him glory,
because the hour of his judgment has come, and worship him who made
heaven and earth, the sea and the springs of water.”
PASTOR: This is the Word of the Lord.
ALL:
Thanks be to God.

Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who are under the
law, so that every mouth may be stopped, and the whole world may be held
accountable to God. For by works of the law no human being will be justified in
his sight, since through the law comes knowledge of sin. But now the
righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although the Law
and the Prophets bear witness to it— the righteousness of God through faith in
Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction: for all have sinned
and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified by his grace as a gift, through
the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as a propitiation
by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God’s righteousness,
because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins. It was to
show his righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just and the
justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. Then what becomes of our boasting?
It is excluded. By what kind of law? By a law of works? No, but by the law of
faith. For we hold that one is justified by faith apart from works of the law.
PASTOR: This is the Word of the Lord.
ALL:
Thanks be to God.

PLEASE STAND FOR THE READING OF THE HOLY GOSPEL.
PASTOR: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the eighth chapter.
ALL:
Glory to You, O Lord.

So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you abide in my word, you
are truly my disciples, and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you
free.” They answered him, “We are offspring of Abraham and have never been
enslaved to anyone. How is it that you say, ‘You will become free’?” Jesus
answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who commits sin is a slave
to sin. The slave does not remain in the house forever; the son remains forever.
So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.”
PASTOR: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
ALL:
Praise to You, O Christ.

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from
the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the
Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

Amazing grace- how sweet the sound
That saved a wretch like me!
I once was lost but now am found,
Was blind but now I see!
The Lord has promised good to me,
His Word my hope secures;
He will my shield and portion be
As long as life endures.
Through many dangers, toils, and snares
I have already come;
His grace has brought me safe thus far,
His grace will lead me home.
When we’ve been there ten thousand years,
Bright shining as the sun,
We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise
Than when we’d first begun.

PASTOR: Let us pray to the Lord, our refuge and strength, a very present help in
trouble, beseeching Him to have mercy and hear us.
PASTOR: Lord God, while we travel as pilgrims here on earth, give us comfort in
the knowledge that You have called us to be Your disciples through
water and the Word. In the midst of difficult times, when waters roar
and foam and mountains tremble, give us confidence in knowing that
we have been set free ty the Son, and so we are free indeed! The Lord
of hosts is with us;
ALL:
the God of Jacob is our fortress.
PASTOR: Lord God, as Your children, we are called to love You, our neighbor,
and even our enemy. Give us willing hearts to love our neighbor as
ourselves because You first loved us. The Lord of hosts is with us;
ALL:
the God of Jacob is our fortress.
PASTOR: Lord God, You are greater than the one who is in the world, prowling
and seeking to devour us. Deliver us from the old evil foe, knowing
that he cannot harm us because he has been defeated by Your Son’s
death and resurrection. Give us strength to resist Satan and keep us
firm in the faith You have given us. The Lord of hosts is with us;
ALL:
the God of Jacob is our fortress.

PASTOR: Lord God, Your Son bought us with His lifeblood as the price. In Him,
we are set free from sin, death, and the power of the devil. By Your
Holy Spirit working through Your Word, preserve us in the one true
faith, that we might abide in You until You bring us to the place You
have prepared for us in Your house. The Lord of hosts is with us;
ALL:
the God of Jacob is our fortress.
PASTOR: Lord God, into Your hands we commend all for whom we pray,
confident that for the sake of Jesus, You hear and answer.
ALL:
Amen.

Our Father who art in heaven hallowed by Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and
the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

PASTOR: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give
you peace.
ALL:
Amen.

A mighty fortress is our God,
A sword and shield victorious;
He breaks the cruel oppressor’s rod
And wins salvation glorious.
The old satanic foe
Has sworn to work us woe.
With craft and dreadful might
He arms himself to fight.
On earth he has no equal.
No strength of ours can match his might.
We would be lost, rejected.
But now a champion comes to fight,
Whom God Himself elected.
You ask who this may be?
The Lord of hosts is he,
Christ Jesus, mighty Lord,
God’s only Son, adored.
He holds the field victorious.
God’s Word forever shall abide,
No thanks to foes, who fear it;
For God Himself fights by our side
With weapons of the Spirit.
Were they to take our house,
Goods, honor, child, or spouse,
Though life be wrenched away,
They cannot win the day.
The Kingdom’s ours forever!

