
 



 

 

 

 

 

PASTOR:  Your decrees are very trustworthy; holiness befits your house, O Lord, 
forevermore. Your throne is established from of old; you are from 
everlasting. The Lord reigns; he is robed in majesty; the Lord is robed; 
he has put on strength as his belt. Yes, the world is established; it shall 
never be moved. The floods have lifted up, O Lord, the floods have 
lifted up their voice; the floods lift up their roaring. Mightier than the 
thunders of many waters, mightier than the waves of the sea,  the 
Lord on high is mighty! 

ALL:  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was 
in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Humbly to the earth You came, 
Born into this world to save. 
God with us, Emmanuel; 
Now we adore Your name! 
 
Your Name is a strong and mighty tower. 
Your Name is a shelter like no other. 
Your Name let the nations sing it louder 
'Cause nothing has the power to save 
But Your Name. 
 
Jesus in Your Name we pray 
Come and fill our hearts today. 
Lord, give us strength to live for You 
And glorify Your Name. 
 
Your Name is a strong and mighty tower. 
Your Name is a shelter like no other. 
Your Name let the nations sing it louder. 
'Cause nothing has the power to save 
 



Your Name is a strong and mighty tower. 
Your Name is a shelter like no other. 
Your Name let the nations sing it louder. 
'Cause nothing has the power to save 
But Your Name. 
 
God with us, Emmanuel; 
God with us, Emmanuel; 
God with us, Emmanuel 
Now we adore Your name! 
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PASTOR:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
ALL: Amen. 
 
PASTOR:  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in 

us. 
ALL:  But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive 

our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 
PASTOR:  Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.                                                        
ALL:  Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. 
For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk 
in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 
PASTOR:  Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 

sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of 
Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

All: Amen. 
 



PASTOR:  In peace let us pray to the Lord.                                                                                      
ALL:  Lord, have mercy. 
 
PASTOR:  For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.                       
ALL:  Lord, have mercy. 
 
PASTOR:  For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of 

God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.                                                                                    
ALL:  Lord, have mercy. 
 
PASTOR:  For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise 

let us pray to the Lord.                                                                                                     
ALL:  Lord, have mercy. 
 
PASTOR:  Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.                                                          
ALL:  Amen. 
 

PASTOR:  The Lord be with you.                                                                                                     
ALL:  And also with you. 
 
PASTOR:  O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created us and in 

the incarnation of Your Son yet more wondrously restored our human 
nature. Grant that we may ever be alive in Him who made Himself to 
be like us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

ALL:  Amen. 
 

There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse,  and a branch from his 
roots shall bear fruit. And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, the Spirit of 
wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of 
knowledge and the fear of the Lord. And his delight shall be in the fear of the 
Lord. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide disputes by what his 
ears hear, but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with 
equity for the meek of the earth; and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his 
mouth,  and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. Righteousness 
shall be the belt of his waist, and faithfulness the belt of his loins. 
 
 



PASTOR:  This is the Word of the Lord.                                                                                         
ALL:  Thanks be to God. 
 

I mean that the heir, as long as he is a child, is no different from a slave, though 
he is the owner of everything, but he is under guardians and managers until the 
date set by his father. In the same way we also, when we were children, were 
enslaved to the elementary principles of the world. But when the fullness of 
time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, to 
redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as 
sons. And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our 
hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a 
son, then an heir through God. 
 
PASTOR:  This is the Word of the Lord.                                                                                         
ALL:  Thanks be to God. 
 

One small Child in a land of a thousand 
One small dream of a Savior tonight 
One small hand reaching out to the starlight 
One small city of life 
 
One king bringing his gold and riches 
One king ruling an army of might 
One king kneeling with incense and candlelight 
One King bringing us life 
 
See Him lying a cradle beneath Him 
See Him smiling in the stall 
See His mother praising His Father 
See His tiny eyelids fall 
 
One small light from the flame of a candle 
One small light from a city of might 
One small light from the stars in the endless night 
One small light from a face 
 
See the shepherds kneeling before Him 
See the kings on bended knee 
See His mother praising His Father 
See the blessed Infant sleep 



One small Child in a land of a thousand 
One small dream in a people of might 
One small hand reaching out to the starlight 
One small Savior of life 
 
“One Small Child” by David Meece 
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PASTOR:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the second chapter.                                               
ALL:  Glory to You, O Lord. 

When the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses, [Mary 
and Joseph] brought [Jesus] up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is 
written in the Law of the Lord, “Every male who first opens the womb shall be 
called holy to the Lord”) and to offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the 
Law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.” Now there was a 
man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was righteous and 
devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 
And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death 
before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. And he came in the Spirit into the temple, 
and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him according to the 
custom of the Law, he took him up in his arms and blessed God and said, “Lord, 
now you are letting your servant depart in peace, according to your word; for 
my eyes have seen your salvation that you have prepared in the presence of all 
peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to your people 
Israel.” And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about him. 
And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is 
appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed 
(and a sword will pierce through your own soul also), so that thoughts from 
many hearts may be revealed.” And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter 
of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was advanced in years, having lived with 
her husband seven years from when she was a virgin, and then as a widow until 
she was eighty-four. She did not depart from the temple, worshiping with 
fasting and prayer night and day. And coming up at that very hour she began to 
give thanks to God and to speak of him to all who were waiting for the 
redemption of Jerusalem. And when they had performed everything according 
to the Law of the Lord, they returned into Galilee, to their own town of 
Nazareth. And the child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the 
favor of God was upon him. 
 
 



PASTOR:  This is the Gospel of the Lord.                                                                                                   
ALL:  Praise to You, O Christ. 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from 
the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 
Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.  
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

The First Noel, the angels did say,  
Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay; 
In fields where they lay keeping their sheep, 
On a cold winter’s night that was so deep. 
 
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel,  
Born is the King of Israel. 
 
They looked up and saw a star 
Shining in the east beyond them far 
And to the earth it gave great light 
And so it continued both day and night 
 
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, 
Born is the King of Israel. 
 
This star drew nigh to the northwest,  
O’er Bethlehem it took its rest, 
And there it did both stop and stay,  
Right over the place where Jesus lay.  
 
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel,  
Born is the King of Israel. 
 
 



Angels we have heard on high,  
Sweetly singing o’er the plains, 
And the mountains in reply,  
Echoing their joyous strains.  
 
Gloria in excelsis Deo.  
Gloria in excelsis Deo.  
 
Shepherds, why this jubilee?  
Why your joyous strains prolong? 
What the gladsome tidings be  
Which inspire your heav’nly song?  
 
Gloria in excelsis Deo.  
Gloria in excelsis Deo.  
 
Come to Bethlehem and see  
Him whose birth the angels sing; 
Come, adore on bended knee  
Christ the Lord, the newborn King.  
 
Gloria in excelsis Deo.  
Gloria in excelsis Deo.  

Pastor:  In peace, let us pray to the Lord: 

 

Pastor:  For grace to rejoice in Christ’s blessed incarnation; in thankfulness that, 
in the fullness of time, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born 
under the Law, to redeem us and give us the adoption as Your sons and 
heirs; and to grant us a glad new year, let us pray to the Lord:  

 

 

 

 

 



Pastor:  For the families of all Christians, that the heavenly Father from whom all 
fatherhood on earth is named would bless them with His promises; for 
parents, that they would be diligent and take delight in their work; for 
children, that by God’s favor they would grow in strength and wisdom; 
and for all widows, orphans, and broken families, that God would 
comfort them with His mercy and give them joy in the redemption won 
for them in Christ, let us pray to the Lord 

 
Pastor:  For those who make, administer, and judge our laws, that they may 

serve faithfully in their tasks, according to Your good pleasure, for the 
benefit of our people, let us pray to the Lord:  

Pastor:  For the lonely, that they would be comforted with the sure and certain 
knowledge that God will never forsake them, and that within the 
household of faith they might find family, friends and loving 
companionship, let us pray to the Lord:    

Pastor:  Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 
Your mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

Our Father who art in heaven hallowed by Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and 
the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

PASTOR:  The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you 
and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give 
you peace.  

All:  Amen. 



Good Christian friends, rejoice 
With heart and soul and voice; 
Give ye heed to what we say: 
News! News! Jesus Christ is born today! 
Ox and lamb before Him bow, 
And He is in the manger now. 
Christ is born today! 
Christ is born today! 
 
Good Christian friends, rejoice 
With heart and soul and voice; 
Now ye hear of endless bliss: 
Joy! Joy! Jesus Christ was born for this! 
He has opened heaven’s door, 
And man is blessed evermore. 
Christ was born for this! 
Christ was born for this! 
 
Good Christian friends, rejoice 
With heart and soul and voice; 
Now ye need not fear the grave: 
Peace! Peace! Jesus Christ was born to save! 
Calls you one and calls you all 
To gain His everlasting hall. 
Christ was born to save! 
Christ was born to save! 


