
JOHN 7:37-39 Rivers of Living Water 

On the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up and cried out, “If anyone 

thirsts, let him come to me and drink. 38 Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has 

said, ‘Out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.’” 39 Now this he said about the 

Spirit, whom those who believed in him were to receive, for as yet the Spirit had not 

been given, because Jesus was not yet glorified. 

 

The priests poured out water and wine in the Temple.  

 

Jesus invited people to come to him if they were thirsty in their spirits.  

 

When we believe in Jesus, we receive the Holy Spirit.  

 

The Holy Spirit has always existed, like the Father and the Son.  

 

John 40-44 Division among the People 

When they heard these words, some of the people said, “This really is the 

Prophet.” 41 Others said, “This is the Christ.” But some said, “Is the Christ to come from 

Galilee? 42 Has not the Scripture said that the Christ comes from the offspring of David, 

and comes from Bethlehem, the village where David was?” 43 So there was a division 

among the people over him. 44 Some of them wanted to arrest him, but no one laid hands 

on him. 

 After Jesus’ speech, the people had different opinions about who he was.                                                                                     

 

 They did not realize that he had been born in Bethlehem.                                                                  

 

 It is important to look at all the facts when we are searching for God’s  truth.  

 

John 7:45-53 The officers then came to the chief priests and Pharisees, who said to 

them, “Why did you not bring him?” 46 The officers answered, “No one ever spoke like 
this man!” 47 The Pharisees answered them, “Have you also been deceived? 48 Have any 
of the authorities or the Pharisees believed in him? 49 But this crowd that does not know 

the law is accursed.” 50 Nicodemus, who had gone to him before, and who was one of 
them, said to them, 51 “Does our law judge a man without first giving him a hearing 

and learning what he does?” 52 They replied, “Are you from Galilee too? Search and see 
that no prophet arises from Galilee.” 

 

 

Jewish leaders had some authority over their own people.  

 

Because they did not agree with Jesus, they did not listen to him sincerely. . 



 

John 8:1-11, “but Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. 2 Early in the morning he came 

again to the temple. All the people came to him, and he sat down and taught 
them. 3 The scribes and the Pharisees brought a woman who had been caught in 

adultery, and placing her in the midst 4 they said to him, “Teacher, this woman has 
been caught in the act of adultery. 5 Now in the Law, Moses commanded us to stone 
such women. So what do you say?” 6 This they said to test him that they might have 

some charge to bring against him. Jesus bent down and wrote with his finger on the 
ground. 7 And as they continued to ask him, he stood up and said to them, “Let him 

who is without sin among you be the first to throw a stone at her.” 8 And once more he 
bent down and wrote on the ground. 9 But when they heard it, they went away one by 
one, beginning with the older ones, and Jesus was left alone with the woman standing 

before him. 10 Jesus stood up and said to her, “Woman, where are they? Has no one 
condemned you?” 11 She said, “No one, Lord.” And Jesus said, “Neither do I condemn 

you; go, and from now on sin no more.” 

  

Jewish leaders wanted a reason to arrest Jesus. So they asked him a very difficult question.  

  

 When Jesus answered them, they could not say anything bad about his reply. 

  

 Before he let her go, Jesus warned the woman.  

 I Am the Light of the World 

John 8:1-12 Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world. 

Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” 13 So the 

Pharisees said to him, “You are bearing witness about yourself; your testimony is not 

true.” 14 Jesus answered, “Even if I do bear witness about myself, my testimony is true, 

for I know where I came from and where I am going, but you do not know where I come 

from or where I am going. 15 You judge according to the flesh; I judge no one. 16 Yet 

even if I do judge, my judgment is true, for it is not I alone who judge, but I and the 

Father[a] who sent me. 17 In your Law it is written that the testimony of two people is 

true. 18 I am the one who bears witness about myself, and the Father who sent me bears 

witness about me.” 19 They said to him therefore, “Where is your Father?” Jesus 

answered, “You know neither me nor my Father. If you knew me, you would know my 

Father also.” 20 These words he spoke in the treasury, as he taught in the temple; but no 

one arrested him, because his hour had not yet come. 

 

 His sentence started with ‘I am’, which was God’s special name.  

  

 The Pharisees did not understand who Jesus was. . 

  

 Two witnesses had to agree that something was true.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+8%3A12-20&version=ESV#fen-ESV-26386a


Jesus warns about the judgment that is coming John 8:21-31 

So he said to them again, “I am going away, and you will seek me, and you will die in 
your sin. Where I am going, you cannot come.” 22 So the Jews said, “Will he kill himself, 

since he says, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come’?” 23 He said to them, “You are from 
below; I am from above. You are of this world; I am not of this world. 24 I told you that 

you would die in your sins, for unless you believe that I am he you will die in your 
sins.” 25 So they said to him, “Who are you?” Jesus said to them, “Just what I have been 
telling you from the beginning. 26 I have much to say about you and much to judge, 

but he who sent me is true, and I declare to the world what I have heard from 
him.” 27 They did not understand that he had been speaking to them about the 

Father. 28 So Jesus said to them, “When you have lifted up the Son of Man, then you will 
know that I am he, and that I do nothing on my own authority, but speak just as the 
Father taught me. 29 And he who sent me is with me. He has not left me alone, for I 

always do the things that are pleasing to him.” 30 As he was saying these things, many 
believed in him. 

 

 The Jews were God’s special people. 

  

 The leaders did not understand spiritual reality.  

 

 Jesus emphasized that he did nothing without his Father, God. 

 

The truth will make you free 8:31-36                                                                                                                                  

 So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, “If you abide in my word, you are 

truly my disciples, 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you 

free.” 33 They answered him, “We are offspring of Abraham and have never been 

enslaved to anyone. How is it that you say, ‘You will become free’?” 34 Jesus answered 

them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who practices sin is a slave to sin. 35 The 

slave does not remain in the house forever; the son remains forever. 36 So if the Son 

sets you free, you will be free indeed. 

 

 People today are like this group of people in verse 31. They may say that they are   

 Christians. They may attend a church. But their faith is not very important to them.  

 

 When people follow Jesus, they will know the truth.  

 

 The freedom that Jesus gives to us is real freedom.  

 

 Only Jesus can stop sin’s power over a person.  

 

 

 


