PASTOR: Come and hear, all you who fear God, and I will tell what he has
done for my soul. Shout for joy to God, all the earth; sing the
glory of his name; give to him glorious praise! Bless our God, O
peoples; let the sound of his praise be heard, who has kept our
soul among the living and has not let our feet slip. Blessed be
God, because he has not rejected my prayer or removed his
steadfast love from me!
ALL:
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as
it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
PASTOR: Come and hear, all you who fear God, and I will tell what he has
done for my soul.

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation!
O my soul, praise Him, for He is your health and salvation!
Let all who hear now to His temple draw near,
Joining in glad adoration.
Praise to the Lord, who o’er all things is wondrously reigning
And, as on wings of an eagle uplifting, sustaining.
Have you not seen all that is needful has been
Sent by His gracious ordaining?
Praise to the Lord, who will prosper your work and defend you,
Surely His goodness and mercy shall daily attend you.
Ponder anew what the Almighty can do
As with His love He befriends you.

Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me adore Him!
All that has life and breath, come now with praises before Him!
Let the Amen sound from His people again;
Gladly forever adore Him!

PASTOR: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
ALL:
Amen.
PASTOR: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is
not in us.
ALL:
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will
forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
PASTOR: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
ALL:
Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful
and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word,
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve
Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your
ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.
PASTOR: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and
for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained
servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all
your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit.
All:
Amen.

PASTOR: In peace let us pray to the Lord.
ALL:
Lord, have mercy.
PASTOR: For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to
the Lord.
ALL:
Lord, have mercy.
PASTOR: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the
Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
ALL:
Lord, have mercy.
PASTOR: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and
praise let us pray to the Lord.
ALL:
Lord, have mercy.
PASTOR: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
ALL:
Amen.

Pastor: Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His people on earth.
All:
Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father;
We worship You, we give You thanks,
We praise You for Your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God:
You take away the sin of the world
Have mercy on us.
You are seated at the right hand of the Father;
Receive our prayer.
For You alone are the Holy One,
You alone are the Lord,
You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
With the Holy Spirit,
In the glory of God the Father. Amen.

PASTOR: The Lord be with you.
ALL:
And also with you.
PASTOR: O God, the giver of all that is good, by Your holy inspiration
grant that we may think those things that are right and by Your
merciful guiding accomplish them; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
ALL:
Amen.

Peter opened his mouth and said: “Truly I understand that God shows no
partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is
right is acceptable to him. As for the word that he sent to Israel,
preaching good news of peace through Jesus Christ (he is Lord of all), you
yourselves know what happened throughout all Judea, beginning from
Galilee after the baptism that John proclaimed: how God anointed Jesus
of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power. He went about doing
good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with
him. And we are witnesses of all that he did both in the country of the
Jews and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree,
but God raised him on the third day and made him to appear, not to all
the people but to us who had been chosen by God as witnesses, who ate
and drank with him after he rose from the dead. And he commanded us
to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one appointed by
God to be judge of the living and the dead. To him all the prophets bear
witness that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins
through his name.” While Peter was still saying these things, the Holy
Spirit fell on all who heard the word. And the believers from among the
circumcised who had come with Peter were amazed, because the gift of
the Holy Spirit was poured out even on the Gentiles. For they were
hearing them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter
declared, “Can anyone withhold water for baptizing these people, who
have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” And he commanded them
to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked him to
remain for some days.

PASTOR: This is the Word of the Lord.
ALL:
Thanks be to God.

As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, in which you
used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of
the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are
disobedient. All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the
cravings of our flesh and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest,
we were by nature deserving of wrath. But because of his great love for
us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we
were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved. And
God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly
realms in Christ Jesus, in order that in the coming ages he might show the
incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ
Jesus. For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is
not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— not by works, so that no one
can boast. For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good
works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.
PASTOR: This is the Word of the Lord.
ALL:
Thanks be to God.

PLEASE STAND FOR THE READING OF THE HOLY GOSPEL.
PASTOR: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 15th chapter.
ALL:
Glory to You, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in
my love. If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just
as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. These
things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy
may be full. This is my commandment, that you love one another as I
have loved you. Greater love has no one than this, that someone lays
down his life for his friends. You are my friends if you do what I command
you. No longer do I call you servants, for the servant does not know what
his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all that I have heard
from my Father I have made known to you. You did not choose me, but I
chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit and that
your fruit should abide, so that whatever you ask the Father in my name,
he may give it to you. These things I command you, so that you will love
one another.”
PASTOR: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
ALL:
Praise to You, O Christ.

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He
rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right
hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge
the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father;
There is no shadow of turning with Thee.
Thou changest not: Thy compassions, they fail not;
As Thou hast been, Thou forever wilt be.
Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness!
Morning by morning new mercies I see;
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided;
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me!
Summer and winter and springtime and harvest,
Sun, moon, and stars in their courses above
Join with all nature in manifold witness
To Thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love.
Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness!
Morning by morning new mercies I see;
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided;
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me!
Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,
Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide;
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow,
Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside!
Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness!
Morning by morning new mercies I see;
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided;
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me!

PASTOR: Blessed God, You do not reject our prayers or remove Your
steadfast love from us. Hear us now and answer us in Your love
for Your whole Church and for all people according to their
needs. Lord, in Your mercy,
ALL:
hear our prayer.
PASTOR: Heavenly Father, You invite us to freely come and hear Your
Word. Bless and increase our faith, that we may rightly fear You
and learn what You have done for our souls. Lord, in Your
mercy,
ALL:
hear our prayer.
PASTOR: Lord of all, You make known the good news of peace through
our Savior, Jesus Christ. Bless and direct the work of our
missionaries, that in every nation there would be people who
fear God, do what is right and, believing in Jesus, receive
forgiveness of sins through His name. Lord, in Your mercy,
ALL:
hear our prayer.
PASTOR: Heavenly Father, Your Son in His incarnation took on our human
flesh and was born of the Virgin Mary. He submitted to His
mother, honoring, and obeying her, so fulfilling the
commandment where we have not. On this Mother’s Day,
graciously accept our thanksgiving for our mothers, whom You
have given to us. Teach us to honor them aright — loving,
obeying and giving thanks for them, as is fitting in Your sight.
Strengthen all women with child and give them safe delivery.
Comfort all women who long to have children but cannot, that
they may find their consolation in You and Your unfailing love.
Lord, in Your mercy,
ALL:
hear our prayer.

PASTOR: Lord God, the Giver of all that is good, grant Your healing and
support to all who are in sorrow or need, sickness or adversity
[especially…]. Give them also the gift of Your grace to accept
and bear their crosses with faith in You, that finally they would
be prepared to depart this life and receive the gift of eternal life
in Your kingdom. Lord, in Your mercy,
ALL:
hear our prayer.
PASTOR: Into Your hands, Father, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in Your mercy; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.
ALL:
Amen.

Our Father who art in heaven hallowed by Thy name, Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and
ever. Amen.

PASTOR: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine
on you and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with
favor and give you peace.
All:
Amen.

O bless the Lord, my soul!
Let all within me join
And aid my tongue to bless His name
Whose favors are divine.
O bless the Lord, my soul,
Nor let His mercies lie
Forgotten in un-thankfulness
And without praises die!

’Tis He forgives thy sins;
’Tis He relieves thy pain;
’Tis He that heals thy sicknesses
And makes thee young again.
His wondrous works and ways
He made by Moses known,
But sent the world His truth and grace
By His beloved Son.

