
 



 

 

 

 

O day of rest and gladness, O day of joy and light, 
O balm of care and sadness, most beautiful, most bright; 
This day the high and lowly, through ages joined to bless, 
Sing, “Holy, holy, holy,” the triune God confess. 
 
This day at earth’s creation the light first had its birth; 
This day for our salvation Christ rose from depths of earth; 
This day our Lord victorious the Spirit sent from heav’n, 
And thus this day most glorious a three-fold light was giv’n. 
 
This day, God’s people meeting, His Holy Scripture hear; 
His living presence greeting, through bread and wine made near. 
We journey on, believing, renewed with heav’nly might, 
From grace more grace receiving, on this blest day of light. 
 

PASTOR:  In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
ALL: Amen. 
 
PASTOR:  Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
ALL:  who made heaven and earth. 
 
PASTOR:  If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 
ALL:  But with You there is forgiveness; therefore you are feared. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PASTOR:  Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer 
and praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in 
the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and 
confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, 
word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful 
condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite 
mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of 
Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.                                                         

ALL:  Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us 
to everlasting life. Amen. 

 
PASTOR: Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be 

Your children and gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which 
You daily and richly forgive us our sins and grant us new life through 
Your Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive 
our prayer and praise; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

All: Amen. 
 
PASTOR:  Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 

sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of 
Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
All: Amen. 

PASTOR:  But we will bless the Lord from this time forth and forevermore. 
Praise the Lord! As for me, I have set my King on Zion, my holy hill. I 
will tell of the decree: The Lord said to me, “You are my Son; today I 
have begotten you.” Praise the Lord, all nations! Extol him, all 
peoples! For great is his steadfast love toward us, and the faithfulness 
of the Lord endures forever. Praise the Lord! 

ALL:  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was 
in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 



PASTOR:  The Lord be with you.                                                                                                     
ALL:  And with thy spirit. 
 
PASTOR:  Let us pray. Almighty God, whom to know is everlasting life, grant us 

to know Your Son, Jesus, to be the way, the truth, and the life that we 
may boldly confess Him to be the Christ and steadfastly walk in the 
way that leads to life eternal; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

ALL:  Amen. 
 

Lord, you know; remember me and visit me, and take vengeance for me on my 
persecutors. In your forbearance take me not away; know that for your sake I 
bear reproach. Your words were found, and I ate them, and your words became 
to me a joy and the delight of my heart, for I am called by your name, O Lord, 
God of hosts. I did not sit in the company of revelers, nor did I rejoice; I sat 
alone, because your hand was upon me, for you had filled me with indignation. 
Why is my pain unceasing, my wound incurable, refusing to be healed? Will you 
be to me like a deceitful brook, like waters that fail? Therefore thus says the 
Lord: “If you return, I will restore you, and you shall stand before me. If you 
utter what is precious, and not what is worthless, you shall be as my mouth. 
They shall turn to you, but you shall not turn to them. And I will make you to 
this people a fortified wall of bronze; they will fight against you, but they shall 
not prevail over you, for I am with you to save you and deliver you, declares the 
Lord. I will deliver you out of the hand of the wicked, and redeem you from the 
grasp of the ruthless.” 
 
PASTOR:  This is the Word of the Lord.                                                                                         
ALL:  Thanks be to God. 
 



Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good. Love one 
another with brotherly affection. Outdo one another in showing honor. Do not 
be slothful in zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be 
patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer. Contribute to the needs of the 
saints and seek to show hospitality. Bless those who persecute you; bless and do 
not curse them. Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. 
Live in harmony with one another. Do not be haughty, but associate with the 
lowly. Never be conceited. Repay no one evil for evil, but give thought to do 
what is honorable in the sight of all. If possible, so far as it depends on you, live 
peaceably with all. Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath 
of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” To the 
contrary, “if your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something 
to drink; for by so doing you will heap burning coals on his head.” Do not be 
overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 
 
PASTOR:  This is the Word of the Lord.                                                                                
ALL:  Thanks be to God. 
 

PLEASE STAND FOR THE READING OF THE HOLY GOSPEL. 
 
PASTOR:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the sixteenth chapter.                                               
ALL:  Glory to You, O Lord. 

From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem 
and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be 
killed, and on the third day be raised. And Peter took him aside and began to 
rebuke him, saying, “Far be it from you, Lord! This shall never happen to you.” 
But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to 
me. For you are not setting your mind on the things of God, but on the things of 
man.” Then Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone would come after me, let him 
deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. For whoever would save his 
life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. For what will it 
profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his life? Or what shall a 
man give in return for his life? For the Son of Man is going to come with his 
angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will repay each person according to 
what he has done. Truly, I say to you, there are some standing here who will not 
taste death until they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.” 
 
PASTOR:  This is the Gospel of the Lord.                                                                                                   
ALL:   Praise to You, O Christ. 



I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of 
all things visible and invisible. 
 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His 
Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, 
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all 
things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from 
heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made 
man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was 
buried. And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and 
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will 
come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom 
will have no end. 
 
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from 
the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is 
worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy 
Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission 

of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life T of the world 
to come. Amen. 

Take my life and let it be 
Consecrated, Lord, to Thee; 
Take my moments and my days, 
Let them flow in ceaseless praise. 
 
Take my hands and let them move 
At the impulse of Thy love; 
Take my feet and let them be 
Swift and beautiful for Thee. 
 
Take my will and make it Thine, 
It shall be no longer mine; 
Take my heart, it is Thine own, 
It shall be Thy royal throne. 
 
Take my love, my Lord, I pour 
At Thy feet its treasure store; 
Take myself, and I will be 
Ever, only, all for Thee. 



PASTOR: Knowing the will of God that all would come to the knowledge of Your 
Son and find salvation in Christ, let us pray on behalf of our Zion 
community and for all people according to their needs. 

 
PASTOR: For our faith and faithfulness, especially for those persecuted for the 

cause of Christ; and for our strength in time of trial and for us to 
persevere in grace in the day of trouble, let us pray to the Lord: 

ALL: Lord, have mercy. 
 
PASTOR: For the Church, until Christ is fully formed in us; for the pastors who 

serve us, that they may be faithful stewards of God’s mysteries; and 
for those at home and abroad, who bring the message of salvation to 
those who have not heard, let us pray to the Lord: 

ALL: Lord, have mercy. 
 
PASTOR: For our president, our governor, and all legislators and civil servants; 

for those who must render judgment and impose punishment upon 
lawbreakers; and for those who work for peace among the nations, let 
us pray to the Lord: 

ALL: Lord, have mercy. 
 
PASTOR: For business and industry, service workers and artisans; for generosity 

toward those in need; and for the unemployed and underemployed, 
let us pray to the Lord: 

ALL: Lord, have mercy. 
 
PASTOR: For those married, that they would live in fidelity to their vows and 

promises; for parents as they teach their children to know and love 
the Lord; for single adults, that they may find fulfillment in their 
service to others; and for our lives together showing the love of Christ 
one to another, let us pray to the Lord: 

ALL: Lord, have mercy. 
PASTOR: For grace to take up the cross and follow the Lord wherever He leads; 

for courage in the face of challenge and adversity; and for compassion 
and harmony in our life together, let us pray to the Lord: 

ALL: Lord, have mercy. 
 



PASTOR: For holy lives of faith; for faith to receive the Lord’s gift of His flesh 
and blood in the Holy Sacrament; and for this holy assembly, that we 
may present ourselves as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to 
God, let us pray to the Lord: 

ALL: Lord, have mercy. 

Our Father who art in heaven hallowed by Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and 
the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

PASTOR: The Lord be with you. 
ALL: And with thy spirit. 
  
PASTOR: Lift up your hearts. 
ALL: We lift them up unto the Lord. 
  
PASTOR: Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 
ALL: It is meet and right so to do. 
 
PASTOR: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and 
everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow on 
us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love 
shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into 
our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might 
not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and 
reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and 
death and will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and 
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify 
Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

 (spoken in unison) 
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored; 
Heav’n and earth with full acclaim shout the glory of Your name. 
Sing hosanna in the highest, sing hosanna to the Lord; 
Truly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 



PASTOR: Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had 
mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes 
in Him should not perish but have eternal life. 

 
PASTOR: In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of Adam and Eve, 

who ate the forbidden fruit, and You justly barred them and all their 
children from the tree of life. Yet, in Your great mercy, You promised 
salvation by a second Adam, Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, and 
made His cross a life-giving tree for all who trust in Him. 

 
PASTOR: We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared for us 

through Jesus Christ. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may faithfully 
eat and drink of the fruits of His cross and receive the blessings of 
forgiveness, life, and salvation that come to us in His body and blood. 

ALL: Amen. 

 

Blest be the tie that binds 
Our hearts in Christian love; 
The fellowship of kindred minds 
Is like to that above. 
 
Before our Father’s throne 
We pour our ardent prayers; 
Our fears, our hopes, our aims are one, 
Our comforts and our cares. 
 
We share our mutual woes, 
Our mutual burdens bear, 
And often for each other flows 
The sympathizing tear. 
 
When here our pathways part, 
We suffer bitter pain; 
Yet, one in Christ and one in heart, 
We hope to meet again. 
 
 



From sorrow, toil, and pain, 
And sin we shall be free 
And perfect love and friendship reign 
Through all eternity. 
 

Drawn to the cross, which Thou hast blessed 
With healing gifts for souls distressed, 
To find in Thee my life, my rest, 
Christ crucified, I come. 
 
Thou knowest all my griefs and fears, 
Thy grace abused, my mis-spent years; 
Yet now to Thee with contrite heart, 
Christ crucified, I come. 
 
Wash me and take away each stain; 
Let nothing of my sin remain. 
For cleansing, though it be through pain, 
Christ crucified, I come. 
 
And then for work to do for Thee, 
Which shall so sweet a service be 
That angels well might envy me, 
Christ crucified, I come. 
 

PASTOR: Let us pray. O God the Father, the fountain and source of all 
goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into 
the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon 
and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake your 
children but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit 
that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ 
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit 
one God, now and forever. 

ALL: Amen. 



PASTOR:  The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you 
and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give 
you peace.  

All:  Amen. 

Almighty Father, bless the Word 
Which through Your grace we now have heard. 
Oh, may the precious seed take root, 
Spring up, and bear abundant fruit! 
 
We praise You for the means of grace 
As homeward now our steps we trace. 
Grant, Lord, that we who worshiped here 
May all at last in heav’n appear. 
 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host: 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
 

 
 


